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and as the Chairman of Peach Bowl’s 
Community Events Committee. Not 
surprisingly, Coy’s efforts have won 
him deservingly high praise and rec-
ognition in many forms including win-
ning the prestigious Sam Nunn Award 
for Outstanding Support of the Na-
tional Guard; the Oglethorpe Distin-
guished Service Medal for Outstanding 
Support of the Georgia Guard; the Na-
tional Distinguished Service Award 
from the Association of the United 
States Army; the National Committee 
for Employer Support of the Guard and 
Reserve Award for Outstanding Public 
Service; the Army Commendation 
Medal, awarded for public service on 
behalf of Army Forces Command; the 
Atlanta Chamber of Commerce Phoe-
nix Award; the Dobbins Air Reserve 
Base Man of the Year Award; the Eli 
White Award of the Old Guard of the 
Gate City Guard; and, twice winning 
the National Guard Association’s Pat-
rick Henry Award. 

I am pleased and proud to be able to 
have this opportunity to commend my 
good friend, Coy Short, on his many 
years of public service and the invalu-
able support he has given to our armed 
forces, particularly those who serve in 
the Guard and Reserve. It is my hope 
that others will be inspired to follow 
the lead that Coy has set for public 
service. The qualities of patriotism, 
selflessness, and duty were obviously 
instilled in him at an early age, and we 
have all benefitted from his devotion 
to service. Certainly Coy’s mother, 
Eloise Strom, as well as Coy’s wife 
Judy, deserve special recognition for 
the role they played in Coy’s success. 

Coy, we appreciate all your good 
work and know you will continue to 
find ways to make a difference in the 
lives of those who live in Georgia, At-
lanta, and all those who serve in the 
armed forces of the United States.
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THE DEPARTURE OF STEVEN 
APICELLA, LEGISLATIVE FELLOW 

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I would 
like to take a moment to recognize my 
Legislative Fellow, Steven Apicella, 
who will be leaving the LOTT staff, my 
team, at the end of this session. 

I must admit, when Steven first 
joined us, I was not sure who he was or 
why he was lurking in my meetings. 
However, I quickly learned that thanks 
to the wisdom of my Chief of staff and 
then Legislative Director, the Depart-
ment of Energy had lent me and Mis-
sissippi one of their best. 

Over the past twenty months, Steven 
has become an indispensable part of my 
legislative shop. He has worked hard on 
a broad range of issues—each time 
jumping in feet first, soaking up 
knowledge, and moving legislation for-
ward in this often complicated process. 

Steven began his Capitol Hill experi-
ence during the lengthy and grueling 
TEA–21 negotiations. He quickly real-

ized my transportation priorities for 
my home state of Mississippi, and was 
helpful in making sure these issues 
were not ignored. During these long 
hours spent hammering out the details 
of TEA–21, Steven earned the respect of 
staff, as well as mine. 

Steven advised me on a variety of 
high-tech issues, and was an active par-
ticipant of the team which formulated 
a focus for the Republican Technology 
Task Force. He worked with the staffs 
of several of my colleagues to reach a 
consensus—often not an easy task. 

Steven has also been very diligent in 
advancing a meaningful and updated 
encryption policy—one that balances 
national security, law enforcement and 
trade interests. He continually made 
sure that all parties realized that these 
are not mutually exclusive priorities. 
Steven detected this significant issue 
and was responsible for bringing it to 
my attention and guiding me as the 
bill worked its way through the Com-
merce committee. 

Digital signatures is another issue 
Steven has aggressively pursued. He 
played an active role in getting the 
government portion of the legislation 
enacted into law last Congress, and 
worked extensively toward today’s 
Senate passage of this needed oppor-
tunity for the private sector. 

An important service on behalf of the 
State of Mississippi has been Steven’s 
diligence on national parks legislation. 
This year Steven was very helpful in 
preparing two bills that I introduced in 
this area—one to add the battlefield at 
Corinth as part of the Shiloh National 
Park, and another to begin the plan-
ning for the designation of the Vicks-
burg Campaign Trail. On each of these 
bills, Steven worked effectively with 
the Senate committee of jurisdiction 
and was responsible for getting the 
funds authorized before introduction. I 
am happy to say that today those bills 
passed the Senate by unanimous con-
sent. 

Finally, with Steven’s help I again 
fought the uphill battle of Title Brand-
ing. Steven worked with and strength-
ened a large, bipartisan effort to draft 
and support legislation to brand the ti-
tles of severely damaged salvaged vehi-
cles, so consumers will be able to iden-
tify potentially dangerous used cars be-
fore they are purchased. Steven 
searched for a compromise, and con-
stantly pushed the envelope of con-
sensus. Steven tirelessly championed 
this pro-consumer bill and his efforts 
brought it to the threshold of Senate 
passage. 

Although Steven was assigned areas 
which were outside the realm of his 
‘‘parent’’ employer, Department of En-
ergy—he has been an excellent ambas-
sador. He has helped the staff under-
stand the intricacies of the agency and 
appreciate its problems. As Steven re-
turns to his duties at DOE, I hope his 
experiences and the skills and contacts 

he has developed while serving as a 
part of my staff will serve him well. 

Over the past several years, I have 
been privileged to have the services of 
legislative fellows, to provide stellar 
support for my efforts. Steven has been 
fantastic. I thank Steven for his dedi-
cation and determination, and I thank 
DOE for their patience—I’m sure they 
are ready to have him back, working 
his magic there. I wish Steven, and his 
son Jarrett, Godspeed in their future 
endeavors.
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REMARKS ON THE DEPARTURE OF 
IVAN SCHLAGER 

Mr. HOLLINGS. Mr. President, I rise 
today with both pride and sadness as 
we say goodbye to a long time member 
of my staff, Ivan Schlager. I have 
known Ivan for nearly 20 years. One 
cold afternoon at Northwestern Univer-
sity in 1983, Ivan approached a woman, 
he thought to be a staffer on the Hol-
lings for President Campaign and of-
fered to volunteer on that effort. 

That ‘‘staffer’’ turned out to my wife, 
Peatsy Hollings, and before Ivan knew 
what had happened, he was driving and 
wading through the snow of New Hamp-
shire in support of my effort. 

After finishing at Northwestern and 
law school at Georgetown, Ivan joined 
the Commerce Committee staff in 1989 
and began to assist both Senator 
ROCKEFELLER and myself at the Sub-
committee on Tourism and Foreign 
Commerce. In this job, he played an 
important role on many of the inter-
national trade agreements concluded 
over the past decade, including most 
notably the Uruguay Round agreement 
which created the WTO and the North 
American Free Trade Agreement. 

I truly believe that Ivan is one of the 
most knowledgeable and substantive 
individuals with regard to inter-
national trade. He was instrumental in 
insuring that all voices were heard dur-
ing these important debates. 

More than 3 years ago, Ivan became 
the Commerce Committee’s staff direc-
tor and he has overseen its operations 
since that time. He has provided the 
committee Democrats with a thought-
ful and pragmatic approach to a re-
markable variety of issues. Moreover, 
he has developed a fine working rela-
tionship with Chairman MCCAIN, his 
staff and the remainder of the Repub-
licans on the committee. 

On many occasions, these relation-
ships have assisted in forging a bipar-
tisan consensus on a variety of issues 
that have helped advance good public 
policy in areas such as telecommuni-
cations and broadcast policy, aviation, 
trucking and rail issues, technology de-
velopment and environmental and 
oceans concerns. 

One particular issue stands out, last 
year’s tobacco debate. Under difficult 
personal circumstances, Ivan worked 
closely with both Republicans and 
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